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Ques't i oned in Par-Li a-nent as to V"hat lon3-di"ta:1ce derno nst.r at aon flizhts
were carried out since t r,e war by f ore~c,;n-0'vYl0du i rcr af t cmp Loying eDGines of
:"ritish desi.gn , Sj.r :,a.;l1l8l Hoare, Sscnrt.ary of Slate for ;,ir /l'f Great i.r Lt ai.n ,
gave the followin:~ 1;.5'(, of su cl. fli,~ht8:
D~te ilii~ht inl';ine Countl''[
1922
March - June L'i abon to Rio d e .Iane i.ro (4',352 miles)

l'1achin8 WC'.s da;uagerl. bey ond !'er3.ir v:he'1
ali~-;ht ing at st. Pau.l' S Ro ck , aft 91' com-
pletinG 2,352 miles, the flisht being
resumed with other machi~es.

Portugal

1924
July-Oct ober

July-Aug.

Aug.-Sept.

Oct .-Nov.

1925

Feb •.-Apr iL

June

June-Aug.

Amsterdam to 'Tokio (about 10,000 miles)

Attempted Round the World Flight.
Abandoned after approximately 3,545
miles had been covered.
Marina di Pisa (Italy) to Mar Chica,

l,lorocco, about 1,000 miles •
...cnste rdam-Lat avaa (about 9,500 miles)

Toulon to Casablanca, about 1,;)00
.n.iLe s ,

~russel~ to Kinshasa (Congo) about
5, 000 .aiLes •
Spit zbergen, 81 de g , north and back,

a.ccut 1,4-00 mi.Les •
i.lal:.:J.o-Dei;;ok-Felixst owe and back J

aboirt 1,500 miles.
,loscow-Pekin-Shanghai, about 5,000

miles.

Napier
"Lion"
Eagle

. Eagle

Rolls-Royce
Eagle L{

Drist 01
Jupiter
Ea,;sle IX
and Puma
Eagle IX

Eagle IX

Siddeley
Puma

Ar gent ina

Italy

Spain

Holland

France

Belsium

llorway

Sweden

Russia
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Lieut. Leonard S. Flo, Air Service Reserve, is the twenty-t:-Jird person, and
Private, 1st Class, John ;v;cGlynn the twent y-f our-th to save his life through the
use of a parachute. The official report covering the crash of the 'I'horaas-raor-ee
plane which Lieut. Flo piloted was just recently received in the Office Chief of
Air Service, and the pilot' 8 st ory of his thrilling experience which a ccorapand ed
the crash report is as follows:

"I t oak off at 11: 52 a s m, Ncvember 11, 1925 J in a 'I'ho.nas llJlOrSel'raining
plane P-3l3, which is 9. side by side seater with met aI fuselage, for the purpose
of ferrying mechanic to Fairfield. On the way to Fairfield I executed a couple
of loops, machi.ne j)erformin~ sat i sf act or i.Ly , .~:hen within two or three miles of
Fairfield at an altitude d 2,000 feet I executed a barrel roll to the right.
','fhen about half \'fa'y t:'1rough the roll I heard a cr-acki.ng sound but thought nothing
serious hac! happened, but machine woul d not respond readily to controls; in
other words, would not stop on top of the r cLl but started into an rt he r rolL
.ihen about half way through the other roll ship answered the controls, which were
over to the Le f't , Upon answerh,g corrtr ol s ship started into a left roll, but I
was able to :set it ri:-r,hted. \ihen I had the ship in nortaa L flyin;s position it
had a strong 't endency to GOinto 3. spin. U'pon looking out over the right s i de
1 no'tLced th'-:4t the flyinS arid Landi rig wir es were very slack and that the top and
lower Wings were j arnrned fairly close together. Because of the fact that I was
flying f r ori the Lef't side of the ship it VIas impossible for De to determine the
exact extent of dC:W1Qgedone. I a s suae d that the Wing structure had collapsed and
was slowly lisil'iter:;rating. I iUIlcdiately told my mechan i c to junp , which he
failed to do. I yelled to hilllto ju.ap several ti41es as loud as I could, and as
he ;.la.de no effort to get out of t:18 sh ip I shook hi.m and again told him to jump•
.tI.S soon as ::: shook h ira he Lnmedi3.tely started to climb out on the wing and after
pausing on the Wing for a moment he jumped ,

AS I started to. climb out of tb machxne it went int 0 a spin
mentarily to get it out, but as it did not respond readily to the
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TH~

a ga i,n attempted t:) c~imb out. : e cau se of t ne s pr.nm ng of the ship 1 had diffi-
culty in t:ettin( out of my se at and f'ettin.~ onto the w:tr"G' After;ettinrr, out on
the 'Nine; I tried '\;0 ju.np but r ound tl-:at I wa s u n.ib Lo to jUlHP away f r on t hc sl,i~.
being held by the ce rrt r i f u gc.L f orce of the so in . The sh:.p s'~raightened .out J:j()-

menta,ril:,r and at that tiIJe I' juuped , 'Nitnl;sses on the ground said that I left
the pl ane at aripr ox i.raat.e Ly ';'00 feet \fter Le av i.ng the p l ane I felt for the
nine arid it was not in its s ockct . 1 then felt a Lorig tl ...e har ne s s on my heft
side and f ou nd the ring danr.lin';, on it" cable. 1 irrli.iediately pulled the ring
and the chute s ee.ae d to cpe n ir1;'iledidtely, landin;r,;ne in a tree approximately tV/O
,:dies we st of 11'G.irfi.31d. ,iitnesses sa:.' that the chute opened at an altitude of
about 100 fect fro .. :'::13 gr ound , :.:y me chan i c Land ed sh or-t Ly afterwards a few
feet distant frem tho pLu ce where I had landed. I left the me cnan i c to watch
the Chutes, caught a ride with a pause r-by going to'iVards Fairfield, and notified
IJlcCoo]{ Field cy phon:') to the 9ffect 't r.at, :'1Y wing had collapsed and that the ue-
chemic and .flyseH had been forced to ju.np , I then werrt back to find the wreck
of the plane, finding it appr ox imat e Ly one-half nile f r om 'INhere I had landed."

Pr Lvat e .AcGlyrm "s st or y of his experience is as f oi Lows :
"Took off from JIcC:ook Fi ..»Ld at IJ.;S2 a i m, November 11, 1925, as a passenger

in a 'I'h omasi.ior s e training plane, wh i.cl. is a side by side seater with metal fuse-
lage. Lt. Flo, t:18 pilot, int ende d t c take me t a Fairfield so that I could
rat ion with the 53th Squadron at t hat place. On the way over Lt. Flo looped tho
ship twice. Whon w i.t h i.n sight of F'a i.r-f LeLd Lt. Flo started to barrel roll the
ship. 'Nhile in the roll I heard a cracking soun:l as t-hough wood were breaking.
Lt. Flo starte1 ye l I i.nr; at me but I was unab Le to hear exact ly what he was say-
inc;. I did hear h i.m say to jump but did not understand that he really meant for
me to jump out of the ship. After he ah ook me and po i.rrt e d out over the right
side - looking out in the d i.r e ct i.on in which he was p-l'Jinting - I saw that the
wires were all tangled up and flapping about arid that the !'ight front strut bad
broken at the tal) andwas be rrt back t awards the r e ar . :\.fter n rt icing this I
readily unde r st oo.I that the sl:ip ,JaS in da,1i~er and that Lt. Flo really intended
for me to ju.ap , and so at once started to c l uab out of the ship. After getting
out of the ship I stopped to 2;et hold of the rip cord before jump i.nr; . I found
the rip cord just as Lt. Flo again yelled for me t a jump, which'1 did.

After leaving the ship I was thrown in a series of s oraer sau Lt s and did not
pull the cord until 1 ...eas sure that I was clear of the ship. As soon as the
chute opened I et.ar-t e d tWisting ar ound , trying to see what had become of the
ship and Lt. Flo. 1 caul~ht sight of the ship just as it 'lias straightening out
of a spin, and Lt. Flo jumped .i.rarned i at.e Ly afterwards. It looked t a me as
though he was down to at Least 3(,0 or 400 f e e't when he jumped. Af't e r Lt. Flo
jumped I could see hi.m Whirling over a nd over. I thought that he would never
be able to get tho chute open in time. ',ihen he was down to within what looked
t a me t a be about 50 feet from tho zround, his chute snapped out se emi.ng.Ly at
the instant he landed - his chute cat ch i.nr; in a tne. I felt sure that tho
chute had riot ope ne d in time to check his fall without injuring him, so as s oon
as I Lando d I unsnapped my chute ani ct ar-t ed + 0 run oyer to where I saw the
chute hanc;ins from the tree. Vihon I sot in si,;ht of Lt. Flo I saw him st and i ng
back from t he tree looking up at the par e cnut e . I ye Llod "Ar-e you hurt La.eut e n-
ant?" and he said "Iro , are you?" ',Je -,,!1811 st ar-t eI to wa Ik over t.owar d s the road.
Lt. Flo hailed a pas s ing car (h,d left me to guard the par a chut e s , telling me
that he was goin~c; over to Fai.r-f LoL« to rn'-:ort the acciderrt ;"
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FC,',-'T',I"'" '~"'-'1rI"'"':.' M"'~'lr1'T'O", j'~\.l\J 'J~'~ 0Dr\.1J \J~ w.l..lu.,h. .J.. l'

,
Lieutenants, especially First Lieutenants, who have had no fo!'eign service,

will all soon be GUt') for such se r-v i ce , In this connection the f oL'l owin.; table
is believed to be of suf f i ci errt interest to warrant publication to the Air
Cervice:--------_. ---- ---"-"

---- --------,----------
*r;Iany gave only first ch oi oe - others but first and second choice.
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