Tw0 «ORE LIVES SaVED LY PARACHUTE JUMES

Lieut, Leonard S. Flo, Air Service Reserve, is the twenty-third person, and
Private, 1lst Class, John #cGlynn the twenty-fourth to save his life through the
use of a parachute, The official report covering the crash of the Thomas-liarse
plane which Lieut, Flo piloted was just recently received in the Cffice Chief of
Air Service, and the pilet's story of his thrilling experience which accompanied
the crash report is as follows:

"I took off at 11:52 a.m. Nevember 11, 1925, in a Thomes Morse Training

plane P-313, which is a side by side seater with metal fuselage, for the purpose
- of ferrying mechanic to Fzirfield., On the way to Fairfield I executed a couple
of loops, machine perforaing satisfactorily. when within two or three miles of
¥airfield at an eltitude of 2,000 feet I executed a barrel roll to the right.
7hen about half way through the roll I heard a cracking sound but thought nothing
serious had happened, but machine would not respond readily to controls; in
other words, would not stop on top of the rcll but started into ansther roll.
shen about half way through the other roll ship answered the controls, which were
over to the left, Upon answering controls ship started into a left roll, but I
was able to zet it rishted. when I had the ship in normal flying position it
had a strong tendency to go into 2 spin. Upon looking out over the right side
1 noticed thut the flying and lending wires were very slack and that the top and
lower wings were jammed fairly close together. Because of the fact that I was
flying fron the leoft side of the ship it was impossible for we to determine the
exact extent of damage done. I assumed that the wing structure had collapsed and
was slowly disinmtegrating, I imsediately told my mechanic to jump, which he
failed to do. I yelled to himto juap several times as loud as I could, and as
he nade no effort to get out of the ship I shook him and again told him to jump.
a5 soon as I shook him he immediately started to climb out on the wing and after
Pausing on the wing for a moment he juaped. ‘

a8 I started to-climb out of tki machine it went into a spin and I tried mo-
mentarily to get it out, but as it did not respond readily to the controls I
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agein atteumpted to climb out. Iccause of the spinning of the ship I had diffi-
culty in gettings ovt of my seut and rettin~ onto the wing. After zettinz out on
the winz I tried vo jusp but round that I was untble to juwp away from ths shisp,
being held by the ceririfugal force of the spin, The ship siraightened out mo-
mentarily and at that time I juaned. Witnesses on the ground said that I left
the plane at anproximately 400 fset . ifter leaving the plane I felt for the
ving and it was not in its seccked. 1 then felt along the karress on my left
side and found the ring dangling on its cable. I imuediately pulled the ring
and the chute seeued to opern immediately, landing me in a tree approximately two
~iles west of wairfinld. ‘Witnesses say that the chute opened at an altitude of
about 100 feet frow. the ground. .y wmechanic landed shortly afterwards a few
feet distant frem the place where I had landed. I left the mechanic to watch
the chutes, caught a ride with a nasserby going towards Fairfield, and notified
iclook Field by phons to the offect that my wing had collapsed and that the me-
chanic and .yself had bsen forced to juap. I then went back to find the wreck
of the plane, finding it aprroximutely one-half nile from where I had landed."

Private .cllynn's story of his experience is as follows: B

"Took off from :fcCook Fisld at 11:52 a.m. November 11, 1925, as a passenger
in a Themasilorse training plane, whicl is a side by side seater with metal fuse-
lage, Lt. Flo, the pilot, intended tc¢ take me to Fairfield so that I could
ration with the &5th Gguadron at that place. Cn the way over Lt. Flo looped the
ship twice. When within sight of Fairfield Lt. Flo started to barrel rcll the
ship. %Whnile in the roll I heard a cracking sound as though wood were breaking.
Lt Flo started yellins at me but I was unable to hear exactly what he was say-
ing. I d4id hear him say to jump but 4id not understand that he really meant for
me to jump out of the ship, After he shook me and pointed out over the right
side - looking out in the direction in which he was painting - I saw that the
wires were all tangled up and flapping absut and that the right front strut had
broken at the top andwas bewut back towards the rear. after nsticing this I
readily understood that the ship was in Jdanger and that It. Flo really intended
for me to juap, and so at once started to cliub ocut of the ship. After getting
out of the ship I stopped to zet hold of the rip cord before jumninzg. I found
the rip cord just as Lt. Flo asein yelled for me to jump, which I did.

After leuving the ship I was thrown in a series of soumersaults and did not
pull the cord until I was sure that I was clear of the ship. As soon as the
chute cpened I started twisting around, trying to see what had become of the
ship and 1t. Flo. I caught sight of the ship just as it was straightening out
of a spin, and Lt. Flo juzped immediately afterwards. It loocked to me as
though he was down to at least 3(0 or 400 feev when he jumped. After Lt. Flo
jumped I could see him whirling over znd over., I thought that he would never
be able to get the chute open in time, ‘hen he was down to within what looked
to me to be about 5C feet from the zround, his chute snapped out seeminply at
the instamt he landed - his chute catching in a tr2e. 1 felt sure that the
chute had not opensd in time to chack his fall without injuring him, so as sosn
as I landed I unsnapped my chute and started to runm over to where I saw the
chute hanginz from the tree. When I sot in siht of Lt. Flo I saw him standing
back from the tree looking up at the parachute., I yellsd "dare you hurt Lieuten-
ant?" and he said "lio, are you?" ‘e “unsn started to walk cover towards the road.
Lt. Flo hailed a passing car and left ms to puard the parachutes, telling me
that he was going over to Fairfield to rewort the accident "
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